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(57) Abstracl:JCbe invention relates to an operating element for mo- 
tor vehicles. Said element comprises a fixed base body (1 ), a handle 
(3) which is mounted in the base body ( 1 ) in such a way that it can ro- 
tate about a rotational axis (2), display windows (10) which are radi- 
ally arranged about the rotational axis (2), and an illumination device 
for illuminating at least one of the display windows (10). According 
to the invention, the illumination device comprises a plurality of light 
sources (7) which are radially arranged, on the fixed base body (1 ), 
about the rotational axis (2) of the handle (3), and can be individually 
switched. A light-guiding element (5) is fixed to the handle (3), said 
light-guiding element comprising a light-coupling surface which suc- 
cessively passes in front of the light sources (7) when the handle (3) 
is rotated, and a light-decoupling surface which is associated with a 
photo -sensitive element (8). Said photo-sensitive element (8) is con- 
nected to an electronic circuit (9) for analysing the output signal of 
the phoio-sensilive element (8). A rotaiional position of the handle 
(3) can be determined by successively switching the light sources (7) 
and analysing the output signal of the photo-sensitive element (8). 



(57) Zusanuiienfassung: Die Erfmdung betriffl ein Bedienelemcnt fiir K raft fall rzeuge mit einem feststehenden Grundkorper ( 1 ), 
einer drehbar um eine Drehachse (2) im Grundkorper (1) gelagerten Handhabe (3), radial um die Drehachse (2) angeordneien Anzei- 
gefenstern (10) sowie einer Beleuchtungseinrichtung zur Beleuchiung mindestens eines der Anzeigefenster (10). ErfindungsgemaB 
ist vorgesehen, dass die Beleuchtungseinrichtung mehrere Lichtquellen (7 ) aufweist, die radial um die Drehachse (2) der Handhabe 
(3) am feststehenden Grundkorper (1 ) angeordnet und einzeln schaltbar sind, mil der Handhabe (3) ein Lichtleitelement (5) fest ver- 
bunden ist, das eine Lichleinkoppelflachc, die bei Drehung der Handhabe (3) sukzessive an den Lichtquellen (7) vorbeigefuhrt wird, 
und eine Lichlauskoppelflache, die einem fotosensitiven Element (8) zugeordnel ist, aufweist. Das fotosensitive Element (8) ist mit 
einer elektronischen Schaltung (9) zur Auswertung des Ausgangssignals des fotosensitiven Elements (8) vcrbunden, wobei durch 
sukzessives Schaltcn der Lichtquellen (7) und Auswertung des Ausgangssignals des fotosensitiven Elements (8) eine Drehslellung 
der Handhabe (3 ) bestimmbar ist. 



200208465 
Abstract 

Operator control element for motor vehicle components 

The invention relates to an operator control element 
for motor vehicles having a fixed base body (1) , a 
handle (3) which is mounted so as to be capable of 
rotating about an axis (2) in the base body (1) , 
display windows (10) which are arranged radially around 
the axis (2) , and an illumination device for 
illuminating at least one of the display windows (10) . 
The invention provides that the illumination device has 
a plurality of light sources (7) which are arranged 
radially around the axis (2) of the handle (3) on the 
fixed base body (1) and can be switched individually, a 
lightguide element (5) is permanently connected to the 
handle (3) and has a light input face, which is 
successively moved past the light sources (7) when the 
handle (3) rotates, and a light output face, which is 
assigned to a photosensitive element (8) . The 
photosensitive element (8) is connected to an 
electronic circuit (9) for evaluating the output signal 
of the photosensitive element (8) , it being possible to 
determine a rotary position of the handle (3) by 
successively switching the light sources (7) and 
evaluating the output signal of the photosensitive 
element (8) . 
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